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Today’s Bible reading (Luke 1:5-20): L
There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest =
named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the J
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were ]
both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because é,U
Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years. |
So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the ]
order of his division, according to the custom of the priesthood, his H
lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. H
And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the H
hour of incense. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, H
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when H
Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. But
the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer
is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall J
call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many ]
will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the ]
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he |
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He |
will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘fo turn H
the hearts of the fathers to the children,” and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 1
And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am *
an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.” And the angel H
answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the <
presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these ‘
glad tidings. But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak l
until the day these things take place, because you did not believe .
my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.” ]

Comment on Today’s Biblical verse: ]

“But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for H
those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than .
an unbeliever” (I1Timothy 5:8). J
In our daily life, we blame others on a lot of issues that we face and
suffer from. One example is spiritual education of our children, |
where we request from and depend on the church to do that. Itisa |



1

H% fair requisition, but the responsibility is the family’s before it is the ¢
«  church’s. And this is what St. Paul is trying to tell here; we should
l take care of our household in everything, especially in faith and 1
U% obedience. Our children are our own responsibility; let’s try hard to H
U% make our family a reflection of God on earth! Let’s pray, meditate H
U% in His word, and praise and worship Him in hymns! H

. Today’s Story: Happening in Montreal. I
 She is a woman from Quebec in her sixties, who have been ona |
 wheel chair for five years now. As she cannot use her arms easily |
U to move her wheel chair around, she always depends on others in H
W moving around. | found her with her husband, who is in his H
‘f’ seventies. When you see him, you can notice his kind-heartedness, H
ﬂ% care and love. For years he never got tired of helping his wife with H

her food, clothes and everything else, including her daily trip
which is their routine no matter what the weather is like.
l Yesterday, | saw them on Ontario Street in Montreal near where l
l they live. He was pushing her wheelchair with a true gentle smile ]
. on his face and unbelievable strength that persisted despite his ]
. senility. Nothing could take away his love and joy with his lover,
. the person whom he shared his life with in better and worse. ]
. Dear Brothers and Sisters: Let’s try to learn something from |
_ people’s lives. Let’s try to discover love, mercy and other human
~ feelings that God has put in our hearts. I

% 0Our News 5

U + What a great Scene: The meeting that was held by Qenshrin H
~ Christian Centre regarding arrangements for the upcoming
I ceremonial communion, with blessings and attendance of His H
* Eminence Archbishop Elia Bahi, and Rev. Fr. Kamil Ishak. In ©
ﬂ% addition, the meeting was attended by the ladies arranging for the H
= celebration (Katia Ajmo, Nathalie Khouri, and Fahima Hanna), the =
Administrative assistants in charge of the Centre (Paula Kourieh
U% and Nelly Abdulnour), and families of the twenty children H
- participating in the communion next May. During the meeting, -
. administrative arrangements were discussed, communion program J
. was explained, and importance of collaboration between the .
U% families and the ladies in charge was emphasized to make sure that H
. the ceremony finishes successfully. ]



H% + Few days ago, Mr. Shamoun Khouri passed away. The deceased =
‘;o will be transferred to the family’s burial place in Sweden. We pray |
l for mercy for the deceased and long life for his family, especially 1
. his brothers Hanna and Snnhareeb Khouri. ]

ﬂ% + Today is the fortieth memorial service for the late Mrs Helana H
ﬂ% Grefo Kourieh, mother of Mrs. Souzan (Dn. Louay’s Khoury H

wife). We pray for mercy to the deceased and long life and
patience for her family.

.~ + Yesterday was the baptism of baby girl Ashley, daughter of Jack
‘T’ Hamamji and Jihan. We congratulate the baptized child and her H
ﬂ% family, and pray that the light of the Lord Jesus to fill her life. H

H + Today is the baptism of baby boy Mathew, son of Jean Nehme H
. and Cissy. We congratulate the baptized child and his family, and |
_ pray that the light of the Lord Jesus to fill his life. ]

.+ We continue to have our weekly spiritual meetings on Tuesdays ]
. at 7:00 pm, with the blessings of His Eminence Archbishop Elia
. Bahiat St. Yacoub’s Hall. Come and bring others! ]

- Plate collection for Sunday November 6™ was $797. ]

=+ You can book your tickets for Christmas and New year's parties =
held by the Board of Trustees of St. Yacoub’s church — Montreal.
Uvo Christmas party will be held on December 25 in ‘Layali Beirut’ H
= restaurant, with the Syriac singer Mr. Razik Saeed, who is coming -
. from Sweden, as the main host. Tickets are $40 for adults and $20 .
. for children from 6-12 years. To register, please contact the Board .
. member Mr. Yousef Danho (514-573-7027). ]
. New Year’s party will be held on December 31 in the hall of
_ Coptic Catholic — Laval, hosted by the Syriac singer Mr. Razik |
. Saeed. Tickets are $80 for adults, 95$ for front-raw tables, $40 for |
~ children 6-12 years. To register, please contact the Board member H
" Mr. Chamoun Asmar (438-402-1158). A

 + Last Sunday, the Family Fraternity had her periodic meeting with ~
~ the presence of His Eminence Archbishop Elia Bahi. During the H
" spiritual part, they meditated in the Good Samaritan parable. °
‘T During the Syriac part, attendants practiced the Lord’s Prayer in H
“  Syriac (Aboon d’Bashmayo) in different melodies, followed by a  #
brief overview of history of Syriacs by Mr. Yousef Danho. This



was followed by the ‘Truth’ Game with the family of Mr. Johnny
Toma. Children watched a movie prepared by Mrs. Ninwa Danho
and celebrated birthdays of people born in this month.

One Moment Please: Mr. Simon Ghazal, our church's accountant
informed us that 7 families paid their annual registration fees for
the year 2011, making the total number of families registered 139
out of 600 Syriac families in Montreal. These fees cover part of
our church's expenses. Please make sure that you register and
participate in this great work.

+ The Ladies Auxiliary would like to invite you for a party on the
occasion of St. Barbara festival on December 3, 2011 at St.
Yacoub’s Hall. Tickets are $20 for adults including a fancy dinner
and many surprises. For more information and registration please
contact Mrs. Fahima Tanourji (um Hanna) and Mrs. Maha Hanna
Al-Qas.

+ Syriacs: Estrangelo Syriac Font is the Origin of the Arabic
Font.

Malfono Joseph Asmar Malki considered the Syriac font ‘the
Estrangelo’ the origin of the Arabic font, based on a number of
ancient Phoenician, Aramaic, Nabataean and Arabic texts that
showed that the Arabic font “Naskhi’ which originated in Yemen,
and then moved to Hijaz originated from Nabataean alphabet,
which were derived from Aramaic and Phoenician alphabets. Mr.
Malki also mentioned that the Arabic language influenced the
grammars of the Syriac language, as Aba Al-Aswad Al-Do’ali, the
father of the Arabic grammars, used the Syriac grammars and
Syriac linguistics in Iraq to put down the grammars of the Arabic
language. He also explained that this explains the close proximity
of Arabic and Syriac languages, pointing out that the Arabic
language borrowed a lot from the Syriac through translations
performed by Syriac linguistics.

Have an Awesome Morning: To the family of Bible Study group,
who meets every Tuesday, with the blessings of His Eminence.
Have an Awesome Morning for your regular passion in learning
the living word of God in depth, and for your number which is



H% increasing each and every week. Have an Awesome Morning for =
s« our fellow Christians. Have an Awesome Morning for the gentle
l attitude that fill the place during the meetings. The Lord was so ]
U% honest when He said: “my word that goes out from my mouth: It H
U% will not return to me empty” H

. Christmas Quiz: ]
. Had Bshabo is delighted to present a new competition with 10 |
_ new questions. We are looking forward to receiving your answers |
U before Christmas, as there are great prizes waiting for the winners. H
U We would like to give you a hint that all answers have been posted H
W in previous issues of Had Bshabo on Christmas. H
‘T’ Q1: What does the name ‘Jesus Christ — Messiah’ mean? H
ﬂ% Q2: What are the gifts brought by the Magi? And what do they H

symbolize?
Q3: Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which is a Syriac word
l meaning.... ]
l Q4: What is the name of the elderly man and woman waiting for ]
. Jesus birth in the temple? ]
. Q5: Why did the Jews refuse the person of Jesus Christ? ]
. Q6: Herod killed children of Bethlehem under the age of ....... ]
. Q7: What did Virgin Mary say when the angel told her that she |
 will be pregnant and give birth to Jesus? 1
U Q8: What is the name of the angel that announced the good news H
" to Mary? )l
ﬂ" Q9: What is the name of the true saint from whom Santa Clause H
®was inspired? i
ﬂ° Q10: Do you know where the Lord Jesus would love to be born H

today.

U% A Moral: A quote from one Syriac Malfono (teacher) (quoted H
. from Website Kulasuryoye) B
Uo “All rivers have pure water, and end in one river which is river H
. Tigris. By this, water from all over mixes, and become one source
. of pure water, water of river Tigris. Likewise, it does not matter
[ which church a man belongs to, as all share the same purpose, and ]
| the same faith. We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our saviour, |
" who came in flesh to save humanity.” (Malfan Mar Gregarious
[ Paulos Behnam) H




