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Today little Gabriel son of Nadine and Paul Zavaro will be
peptized, congratulations and May God keep him under
His protection.

Today there will be a special prayer to commemorate the
late Samira Hado wife of Mr. Touma Malki, May God have
mercy upon her soul and solace to her family and friends.

Our collect for the last week was ($554) thanks to all.

This week’s theme on our Bible study is ‘The Epistle of Paul
the Apostle to the Romans,’ supervised by Rabban Jack,
Tuesday at 7:30 pm., at 4375 Henri-Bourassa West.

A lady from our community is in need for a volunteer, who
can look after her and stay with her in the same large
house, any one interested please get in touch with Mr,
Yacub Harun at (514) 568-8304.

Today, right after mass we shall gather at the Genocide
monument corner |'Acadie and Henry-Bourassa to
commemorate those whose lives were cut short because
of their faith and conviction, so that we inherit this free life.

Our youth committee is inviting us for a “Brunch Familial”
at I'H6tel le Chantrclair, Saturday the 5% of June, at
eleven thirty sharp, (11:30). Thickets are only thirty five
dollars ($35). For further information please see Nathalie
Khoury and Lina Dawli.

Edessa is no different from any other Middle Eastern city,
the core of the city the commercial center was covered
markets (souks), each market specialised in specific
merchandises. In history some time ago the city was a
commercial attraction and people all over has come and
seftled and started businesses. Among those who has
came are more or less half a dozen families from the city
of Mousel; (present day Iraq), (Jabboury family, Jinjl
family, Kassab family and others...) the relation among
these families stayed very close due to intermarriages and

Today’s Biblereading (John 6:47-58)

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life. | am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat
manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and
not die. | am the living bread which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread
that | will give is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world.
The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can
this man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unfo them,
Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise
him up atf the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my
blood, dwelleth in me, and | in him. As the living Father hath sent
me, and | live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall
live by me.This is that bread which came down from heaven:
not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that
eateth of this bread shall live for ever.

Under the auspices of His Eminence Archbishop Elia Bahi
we are celebrating the feast of St-Jacques of Nisibis the
patron saint of our church in Montréal, on the 12t of May,
all our committees are participating, and here are the
programs. Friday 14t of May: the opening ceremony starts
with the kids choir performance of Kinneshrine's Christian
Education Center, followed by a lecture by Dr. Georges
Kiraz, a scholar in syriac studies, USA. Then the
Christian/Syriac book fair opening.

Saturday 15% of May: Interactive Discussion: Holiness and
how to apply the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our lives, by
Father Jack. Following, a session by the Youth Committee
entitled: "The youth telling about God".

Sunday 16" of May: Holy Mass at 12:30, and in the
evening, a concert by St. Jacques' Church Choir.
Directed by Fr. Kamil. Friday 29t of May: Evening party
and honouring those over sixty, who devoted their
precious time and falent fo serve their community and
church.
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Our father, who art in Heaven, hollowed by thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heave.
Give us our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and power
and the glory unto ages. Amen.
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business partnerships, and Arabic was their mother tong
the language of the Bedouins.

It was a common practice in those days; each will have a
Bedouin as a partner, the Bedouin will look after the
merchants flocks of sheep, and during the spring time
these Bedouins will come to the city and exchange or
barter those animal produce (wool, ghee etc...) with
what ever he will need during his sojourn in the dessert.
These families grew very rich and they constructed big
houses to accommodate their Bedouin clienteles in these
houses with them. They earned fame, from the local
government and Syriac communities, and the High-port
honored them with a decree a medallion and a sword,
due to their conftributions in different fields.

We do not know exactly why the city lost its attraction, so
the merchants especially the children and the grand
children find other means, some even left the city.
Gradually the Christians merchants of the souk were
replaced by Muslim merchants, there left only one
Christian Syriac merchant in the souk Mr. Boutros Jinjil, he
was very likable and pleasant person. The Bedouins felt at
ease to deal with him and they will not be bothered by
the Muslim merchants’ solicitations. It seems these
Bedouins attitfude angered the Turkish Muslim merchants.
One day a Muslim merchant was able o solicit a Bedouin,
but at the end the Bedouin left with anger and headed
straight to Mr. Boutros jinjil's shop and left after purchasing
what ever he needs happy and satisfied. In the mean
fime the Turkish Muslim merchant provoked the whole
souk, as soon as the Bedouin client left the shop they
rushed to Mr. Boutros's shop suspended a rope from a
beam and hanged him from his neck in his own shop,
while he was struggling they were beating and insulting
non stop, it seems they were not satisfied, they dragged
him through the market in front of his residence exposing
him to his family and refusing to be buried properly
according to Christian customs, they neglected him out
side of the city to be devoured by wild animals.



