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We announce, with great pleasure, the return of our
Archbishop from a quick

 Visit to U.S.A. The purpose of his visit was to attend the
ceremony of the daughter of our Patriarch’s brother,
Allia. We wish to the couple a long, happy and

  prosperous life together. May God bless them with
  many children?

Our dear Abouna Kamil has left Montreal to go to
Washington, an invitation
from our sister church there in order to celebrate an
evening of recitations, hymns

  and songs and to celebrate the birthday of our Malphane
Mar Afram the Syriac.

  Bon voyage and safe return.

Today, after mass, all are cordially invited to have “Fool”,
an initiative from our dear

    Youth organization. We thank the committee who has
    worked hard to prepare this activity; we encourage other
    organizations from our church to follow suit and bring us
    under one umbrella full of joy, happiness, and above
  all, love, in similar activities to come.

Coming Sunday 23rd of March, there will be memorial
service to commemorate the late Mr. Touma Saliba, his
son Joseph Saliba, the father of the late Archbishop Saliba
Touma and the father of Mrs. Josephine Saliba, wife of Mr.
George Hanna. May God have mercy on them and
patience and solace to their family.

The ‘Syriac Day’, though it was the first time such an
activity took place, was an event full of joy and happiness
without exception: everybody was proud to attend



   this kind of episodes which included actions and acts
which r  eminded us of our bright past. The ceremony began
with a prayer by our  dear Archbishop Abboodi, who recited
A boune d- bashmayo for us, in our native, beautiful
   language,  à followed by a welcoming speech in Arabic
   by the organizer and the manager of the Center of
 Religious Formation ‘Ken-Neshrine’, explaining to us why
   such activities are very essential, especially for our new
   and  young generations. Malphonitho Helen Aziz
 continued her own speech in Syriac for the first time in her
 life and she did very well indeed. Later, none other but our
 secretary of the board of directors, Mr. Nouri  Yeshou’,
 gave a speech; many of the attendants understood quite
 well because he had addressed us in our Syriac Language
 with Touronoyo dialect, very commonly
 used in and around our working together for the welfare of
 our communities, each in his/her domain of
 expertise. After all this, our church choir recited and
 chanted for us professionally, harmonizing
 hymns we have inherited centuries ago from our ancestors.
 Abouna Kamil recited solely, with the attractive voice
 poems by our Archbishop Abboody, Mar Afram, and
 music composed by him. After all this, we were surprised
 to tch our youngsters present to us a tableau of Syriac
 dabkeh, very much appreciated by the audience. In the
future, God’s willing, we shall create permanent groups in
similar special categories, and Malphonitho Helen has
 volunteered to train these groups. The star of our gathering
 was the very famous and well-known artist, Mr. Razeq Said,
 who freely presented songs of our culture and made
 everybody jump to the dance floor, dancing, clapping,
 singing and having fun. Before the end, there a large
 cake, prepared specially for the occasion of ‘Mar Afram
 the Syriac day’. It was the honor of Mr. Abdel-Masih Abdul-
 Nour, Mrs. Shamiram Haddad, and Elie Kawkab to cut the
 cake: what a picture! A striking and encouraging speech
 was addressed to the audience

  before the closing of festivities and there was a surprise
competition for which the

Winners will receive their prizes today at the church (Mr.
Albert Iskandar, Karam Zakko, Jean Abedayem, Hanna
A’rousi and Lisa Radwanly).

  As a reminder, we charged only what it had cost us to put
together the event, nothing more nothing less.

The Center for Religious Formation is organizing an
excursion to Quebec City on April 5. Everyone is welcome:
grown-ups, children, men, women, and all. Activities will
include a visit to the old city and a visit to the Sainte-Ann
church. Prices are 30 dollars for adults, 25 dollars for
children, including breakfast.

The Feast of our Saint Mar Afram the Syriac: Every year, on
March 15th, we celebrate him. Around year 303, He was
born in the city of Nusaybeen and, later, ordained
deacon by his teacher and tutor Mar Yaqoub. Afterward,
he also became a teacher, and was nicknamed ‘the
Canary of the Holy Spirit’, because of his numerous
publications, which included hymns, meditations,
explanations of the holy bible etc. We shall be forever
indebted to him; he passed away in the blessed city of
Edessa in the year 373.


