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Demonstrations are being held in many European countries to
save the Mor Gabriel monastery, a spiritual center for the Syriac
community in Turkey.

Founded in 397, it is the oldest functioning Christian monastery in
the world. It is located on the plateau of Tur Abdin, “The
Mountain of the Servants of God,” on the Turkish border with
Irag. The seat of the metropolitan archbishop of Tur Abdin, Mor
Timotheus Samuel Aktas, with its three monks, 14 nuns, and 35
young people who live and study there, it is a religious and
cultural point of reference for all Syriac Christians, who still
preserve ancient Aramaic, the language of Jesus. Every year it
welcomes more than ten thousand tourists and pilgrims, many
of them Syriacs of Diaspora in Germany, Switzerland, Sweden
and efc...

The leaders of three Muslim vilages around the monastery
accused the community of proselytism, for having students to
whom they can hand down the Christian faith and Aramaic
language. The leaders of these three villages are asking that the
monastery’s land be appropriated and divided among the
villages; that a wall be knocked down that was built during the
1990’s (When the monastery was on the front of the conflict
between the Turkish army and the Kurdish communist party
(PKK)). According to the Muslim leaders, there used to be a
mosque on the land where the monastery was built. “The
accusation is absurd,” says David Gelen, the leader of the
Aramaic Foundation, "the monastery dates from 397 AD.,
about 200 years before Mohammed.

Gelen says that he thinks a “campaign of intimidation” is
underway against the religious monastery. “Bishops, monks, and
nuns,” Gelen continues, “are always threatened in the most
direct way by the inhabitants of the villages, so for some time,
the monks and nuns have not had the courage to leave the
confines of the property.”

“In Turkey, “Gelen explains, “freedom of religious expression is
guaranteed by the constitution; but those who are not
recognized as minority do not exist, in practical terms. Now the
Syriacs, unlike the Greeks and Armenians, are not recognized as
a religious minority, although they have been living there for
millennia. The purpose of the threats and law suits seems to be
to repress this minority and expel it from Turkey, as if it were a
foreign object.”

Since 1923, there has been a constant exodus of our
community. We have no ferritory, we are scattered throughout

the world, but we are very united thanks to our linguistic, social,
and cultural identity, and we are proud to be speaking the
language of Jesus: the language that, in terms of its diffusion,
was essenfially the English of the Middle East.(From Spero
News.)
Our last Sunday’s weekly collect was $ 667 Canadian dollars.
Thanks to all.
A special request from our accountant Mr. Simon Ghazal: in
order to provide you with any comespondence, please inform
him of any changes of address. Thanks again.
On Saturday, the 14t of March, there will a special religious
poetry recital at our hall, at 4375 Henry- Bourassa, by the very
famous poet Mr. Khalil A'ylbouni, who has come from the Arab
gulf area, accompanied by our St-Jacques choir headed by
Father Kamil, at 8 pm.
Ovur ladies auxiliary is announcing a very special get together to
be held on Friday, the 27t of March at our Hall at Henry-
Bourassa. This gathering is reserved only for women at fifteen
dollars per person. To book a place, please contact Mrs. Maha
Al-Kass Tel. 450/687-2743. & Mrs. Oum Hanna Tel. 514/334-5436.
Also, the ladies extend their thanks for the successful party
which was held on 28t of February.
Our most heartfelt prayer goes out to our Forougo Dilan
Yeshou' Mishiho, to guide our dear friend and brother Mr.
Karam Zakko, through this difficult time that he is going through.
May the Almighty protect you and furnish you with patience
and endurance.
There will be a special prayer this Sunday, 15t of March, to
commemorate the death of our son Ibrahim Haydo, brother of
Yakoub Haydo. Had B-Shabo presents its most heartfelt and
sincere condolences.
Today, our church is venerating Mor Afram, one of the fathers of
our church who spent all his fime and talent in praising God and
His Son; providing us with unlimited freasures, that are still used
today in our daily and church life. He was born in 303, in Nisibis,
and passed away in the city of Edessa in 373.
Presently, advertizing in Had B-Shabo is free: do not hesitate to
-get in touch with Mr. Gaby Yousef, Tel. 514/692-9990. E-Mail
Address tonysyria@yahoo.com or with Mr. Yacub Harun Tel.
517/568-8304. E-Mail Address yharun@videotron.ca.
You may always follow our church news past and present at
www .syrianorhfodoxchurch.com
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