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To day, there will be a special prayer in memory of the late
Farida Bitar; Had B-Shabo presents its sincere condolences to
her family and especially to our dear brother Elias Kawmi.

In the occasion of the one hundreds Christians solidarity, a
special prayer is going to held at the St. Joseph’s Oratory at
seven O’clock in the evening today and our choir will
participate in this special occasion under the guidance of
Father Kamil. Every body is welcome.

Yesterday Father Stefano continued his weekly gathering,
which was at seven O’clock in the evening, this time he
concentrated and explained to us the meaning of Our Lord’s
prayer the first few sentences and he will continue the rest for
the next week, which will be held on Sunday 3 February at
seven O’clock the evening.

To whom it may concern. Our sister church in Toronto Mar
Barsome is organizing an excursion to the Holly Land, Palestine
and Egypt, which will take place on the 17 - 30 of May 2008. The
places are very limited, to reserve please see Father Stefano.

From the secretary of the women’s auxiliary we received this
notice
With great pleasure, the women’s auxiliary is inviting all the
women of our community for a special gathering (To be
introduced and to know each other) on 8 February 2008. Every
person is welcome.
For saint Valentines Day Saturday the 16 of February a party is
organized at El-Sultan’s restaurant. The coal of the party besides
its usual surprises and activities is to bring joy and happiness in a
family like atmosphere. Interested please acquire your tickets
from today, from Mary Zako (450/687 6739) and Maha Al-Kass
(514/651 5021). “Entrance fee is only $35.00.”

Yesterday’s excursion to the bowling club organized by the
Center for Religious Formations was very enjoyable. Thirty-two
kids were present and it was free. Our next activity will be the
gathering of the golden ages of our community, which will take
place on Sunday 17 of February. Please propose us names that
we can invite.

We still have some calendars left; if you do not have yours,
obtain one at the entrance near the door.

The annual tax receipts for the year 2007 are ready; you can
collect yours at entrance near the door.

Our dear Father Dayroyo Jack is back from his annual
vacation from Germany. Presently he and the youth committee
are in the North for two days only the purpose religious retreat.

The meeting of the family’s of the kids who are taught for the
first communion was last Sunday, and the outcome was the
decision that the festivities will take place on May 18, 2008.

Continued from last week.
As-Syrian revival stirs in Turkey
By Sarah Rainsford
BBC News, Midyat, southeastern Turkey

In a corner of 21st century Turkey, a congregation still worship in the
language of Christ.

Homecoming

In the nearby village of Elbeyendi, Aziz Demir contemplates
what remains of his home - just the walls and a jumble of loose
rocks.

Two decades ago, the Assyrians were caught up in the Kurdish
conflict here.

Unwilling to side with the insurgents or Turkish troops, Aziz, his
neighbors and thousands like them fled to Europe.

Their abandoned homes crumbled to ruin.

It was just the latest Assyrian exodus from the region. Many had
fled nationalist oppression before or left to seek economic
opportunity.

But now Aziz and 10 other families have come back.

"It was our dream to return to the land of our ancestors. We had
so many comforts in Europe but something was always missing,"
Aziz says.

"We also want to prove to other Assyrians that it is possible to
return and be settled here."

What the families found in Elbeyendi though was utter

destruction.
To be continued



