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Today, there will be a special prayer to commemorate the late Mrs.
Nejmeh Touma, mother  of  our  dear  vice  president  the  sister  in-law  of
our dear Archbishop Abboodi.  May God have mercy on her soul  and
provide patience and solace to her family.

On this day, little Jooui, daughter of Michel Bedros and Nada Elias, is to
be baptized. Congratulations to her family and May God keep her safe
and sound.

  Yesterday, the gathering of the golden age group, organized by the
(Qin-Nesrin) Center for Religious Formation, took place as planned. The
event  began  with  father  Kamil  saying  a  prayer  fallowed  by
communion. Afterwards, there were some activities entertained by our
children and the occasion ended with some sandwiches.
We  wish  our  elders  many  more  years  of  health  and  happiness  and
hope to see them participate in similar activities in the near future.

  Some time ago, the board of directors organized a get-together
reunion for university graduates. The outcome was very positive.
We  hope  that,  by  March  14th, there will be a date planned for the
gathering of our industrialists: the second part our get together
reunions. More will be posted as soon as we have additional
information.

‘The Syriac Day’ is planned for March 9th. It extends a mixed invitation
that includes both the youth and the elderly of our community. The
schedule proposed is a various combination of types of activities;
religious,  dance,  hymns  and  music;  the  aim  is  to  introduce  our  Syriac
culture to our new generations. Happenings are intended to take
place at the Al-Sultan Restaurant. The price for kids is  only (15) fifteen
dollars, and only (20) twenty dollars for grown ups. However, this event
will be not feature a ‘Lottery Tirage’. For further information, please
inquire upon Mr. G. Youseph: Tel. 514/692-9990, the person responsible
of the Center for Religious Formation and organizer of this event.

   Mr. A’lem Samir Mousa is a decorator from our community; his
specialties include kitchens, bathrooms, and, especially, vitrines
(Window dressing).
Please do not hesitate to call him at any time for consultations and
estimations. (Special prices for our community) Tel. 514/387-1212 Cell.
514/963-7506.

Bshayno Bashlomo, Ahlan Wa Sahlan. The whole congregation in
Canada, especially in Montreal, waits impatiently for your arrival, dear
Hasiyo dilan Mar Athanasios Elia Bahi Saki Myaqreh. His eminence is
expected to arrive at Montreal Pierre E. Trudeau Airport on
Wednesday, February 27th 2008, at six in the evening. Thereafter, the
organizing committee will escort him to St. Maxime Church in Laval,
where he will meet with his parishioners.
 Sunday March 2nd,  2008,  his  eminence  is  to  preach  mass  for  the  first
time as the newly appointed Archbishop o Canada.

Had B-Shabo welcomes his eminence, wishes him all the best, and asks
Lord Almighty to lead him judiciously in the matters of his flock.

A few lines from his biography:

He was born to a Syriac family in Beirut Lebanon in 1973; his father was
named Habib  Bahi,  and his  mother,  Mary  Kawrieh.  His  eminence was
baptized Shafir.
He left Lebanon in 1989, and then, in 1990, joined Mar Afram College in
Damascus, Syria, where he graduated in 1993.
In 1993, he was consecrated monk by our Patriarch Mar Ignatius Zaka
Qadmoyo and was given the name Elia and he was asked to move to
the Patriarchal premises as his new place of residence.
In 1996, he was appointed patriarchal secretary and person responsible
for the Patriarchal Journal in its financial and administrative affairs.
In 1996, he was promoted to the level of priest.
In 1998, he was invested by the holy cross.
In 2003, he was promoted to the level of Bishop and was dubbed the
new title of Mar Athanasios. Our Patriarch Mar Ignatius Zaka Qadmoyo
also appointed him as his private secretary.
Until  he  was  appointed to  his  new post  in  Canada,  he  accompanied
our Patriarch on most of his trips around the globe.
In  February  9,  2008  he  was  officially  appointed  to  his  new  post  in
Canada.


